
THE FARMER AND MECHANIC

self and said, No. d n it. that i tooend of tbTee months he showed sav-
ings of $3 SO. He then took up his old
job at $7.5 a month and will work
fit that until the next cotton-pickin- g

season. He spent his money to buya lot at Brownsville, and his next
year's savings will build him a house.

A Walk Into Mexico.
It cost me Just one nickel to getinto the Mexican republic. This whsthe toll oTT--r the w.ie-o- n bridge

Weli. this Laredo farrnfr had too
much. pepper. The crop was so Urgeho could not dispose of it all. He
swamped the drug houses, tho can-
neries and the pickle makers, and
still had bales upon bales of pepperleft. The pepper was analyzed, and
It proved to bo the rii'h

UNCLE SAM PATROLLING
THE MEXICAN BOUNDARY

Guard Water. Holes. Keep Out Stragglers Mexican
Labor Invading Texas Man Killed for His Hat.
Fortunes in Onions Uncle Sam's New Winter Gar-
den on the Lower Rio Grande.

of the world.
crosses the Bio Grande intv Nuevo
Laredo. I was stopped on the Mexi-
can side by three officials and asked j

if I had any guns or other ammuni-
tion, and in returning one of our
customs officers asked me if I had
any dutiable goods in my clothes.

The difference in the prosperity of
the two republics was apparent as

1913, by Frank G.Copyright,

soon as I left tho brides Th r,rtman I met was a blind beggar who
asked me for alms, and I met mure

water hole to water hole, and much
of the work is watching these water
holes.

Keeping Out the Smugglers.Another job which Uncle Sam hasall along this boundary is the pre-
vention of smuggling, and also the
keeping out the Chinese, Hindoos and
others who are trying to sneak across
into tho United States contrary to our
exclusion laws. "Within tho last two
or three years many Chinese have
been smuggled across, at the rate of

Uiule Sam's Whiter Ganlrn.
An even greater revolution as to th

values of land has taken place in tho
lower Bio Grande vallry in thn neigh-borhood of Brownsville. TrU-r- e ar
three counties between this point andthere that wero practlcallv dead ten
years ago, but which art now ship-
ping solid trainloads of winter --

tables to St. Louis, Kansas Otv, Chi-
cago. New Vork and Philadelphia.
They can raise vegetables fcr these
markets three weeks ahead of Cali-
fornia, and they bein, sending them
oft when the blizzard is still ragingnorth cf Mason and Dixon's line. In
consequence, four thriving cities havo
crown up within the last four year?.These aro San Benito. Harlingen,Mercedes -- and Mission. They havo
each three or four thousand peopleand each is surrounded by a rich
farming community.

1 hear many stories anout men who
have come to this vr.lley walking on

poor people as I came tin into the
town and went through thf narrow.

LABKDO, Texas.
This is the flrst of a scries of letters
hlch I shall write about our sister

roiintry of Mexico. I "have come to
I ho boundary by the way of St. Louis
;iid .San Antonio, and am now here at
iaredo, on the southern edge of Uncle

m's land. I had this afternoon the
peculiar experience of standing astride
;fho two greatest of the North Ameri-
can republics. I was in the center
of tho old wagon bridge which here
crosses tho Rio Grande, and I had my
'Jolt foot and hand In the United
States, while my right foot was in
Mexico. I know this was the fact, for

per man, this being the price

unpaved streets. Laredo, Texas, is a
city of the rich. Many of its Peoplehave money to burn, and they are
raising gold dollars on tho lands
which lie all around them. The peo-
ple of Nuevo Laredo seem to bo justthe reverse, although they are sur-
rounded by a country equally good.The town is gone to feed, and its
houses of brick, covered with stucco
and painted all the colors of the rain-
bow, are battered and worn. The

paid by each Celestial for liis suc-
cessful landing. It is different now.
The government has a band of
mounted scouts, who are under the
Department of Commerce and Labor,
and whose only business is to run

their uppers and are now ridtnir aboutdown and capture such characters. n automobiles. The exports of vectOne of these men, Tom Gurley, has
taken sixty-fo- ur Chinamen within less tables are running high into the mil-

lions of dollars a year, and over $125.- -
000,000 of new money has been in

than a year, and in addition has cap-
tured a largo number of smugglers.
The Chinese are still attempting to vested in tho vullev within the na.st

seven years.;ross over, and they are now offering

only sign of active life was in the
plaza, whero a gaily uniformed bandwas playing excellent music. I saw
soldiers here and there, and now ajidthen passed one of the federal in-
fantry patrolling the streets.

Killed for His Hat.
I understand that there is need

of the federal and local police justnow almost everywhere. The unset-
tled conditions as regards the govern-ment have made the thieves and other
criminals more courageous than thev

Mr. Holland, one of the owners ofas much as a thousand dollars apiece
for a successful landing. tho San Antonio hjxpress, tells me that

au tne counties of the lower moBight here at Laredo I met a large
party of Hindoos who were trying to Grande valley are rapidly irrovun;:.

behind me was on of the boundary
fosts which mark the outline between
he two countries. This was a steel

vyranild about a foot square at the
Jbottom and six feet in height. It-.i- s

plated with silver and each side
of It boro an inscription showing that
it marked the boundary line. The
varying on the side facing our coun-
try was in Kngllsh and that on the
opposite side in Spanish, but both
mean the same. Tho English iicrip-fio- n

reads:
"Boundary of the United States.

Treaty of 1S4S. Re-establish- ed by
treaties of 1884-1889- ."

Fnder these words is the following:
"Instruction or displacement of this

monument is a misdemeanor, puni ;h-b- U:

by the United States or by Mex-
ico."

The United States side of the pyra

get into our country. They were on
tne southern side or the bridge, in
the plaza which forms the center of

have been in the nast. Brlanda?
is common in many districts, and
travel in the mountains is almost
everywhere unsafe. There are manv
thefts, and crime, which could ke
kept in check when the country was

the Mexican town of Nuevo Laredo.
They were tall, dark-face- d, strong,
husky East Indians, and the chief
was a turbaned Hindoo from the
Punjab.

I asked him where they were go-

ing, and he told me he had brought
tho gang of forty-thre- e with him from
the Panama canal. They had traveled
first to Guatemala, and "had come by
the Pan-Americ- an railway from there

quiet, now goes on unpunished.

mid Is marked with tho American
eagle and on tho Mexican side is the

As an instance of this, the other
night a rich Mexican, the owner of a
large hacienda, was standing on tho
steps of a Pullman car. He was some-
thing of a dandy, and wore a beauti

oat of arms of Mexico. As I stood
facing tho west, with my right leg in

and ho cites the instances of three
which cover a space about as largeas that of Rhode. Island." In 1'j1 th
population of these counties had
doubled over that of 1900; and tru'yhave grown about L'G per cent within
the past two years. The land alurs
havo also more than doubled, and I
am told that the country Is still on
the edge of its beginning.

I understand that home-see- i s ex-
cursions aro now run throughout the
year, and that great irrigation works
are under way. In some places tho
water is pumped from the Uio Grande
by centrifugal pumps with pipes rang-
ing from sixteen to forty-eiR- ht inches;
and the water is carried by m an of
pumping stations miles over vh
country.

There is another district b twecn
here and San Antonio where the iiri-gatio- n

is by artesian wells. Th y find
the water at from 750 to 1. ? feet
and some of the wells tlw snrti ient
to irrigate from 200 to r.L'o acre. In-

deed, the whole of Texas seems to ho
in an excellent business condition.
The farmers are growing ri h and
the cities are rapidly increasing in

ful sombrero, embroidered with silver
and loaded with a heavy silver cord.
Such a hat is worth $25 or more.

Into Mexico. They had gone clear
across that country to Laredo, and
are now hoping to go through Texas
to California to find work on the
farms and railroads there. The chief
complained to me that the authorities
at Washington bad kept his party
waiting for two weeks at Nuevo La

The train had stopped at a wayside
station, and the man was standing
looking out toward the east, smokinga cigarette. It was evening, and the

the United States and my left leg in
Mexico, I observed the left perceptibly
trembled. Perhaps it was for fear of
the revolution, which has been so long
going on on the southern side of the
bridge.

Our Boundary With Mexico.
1 turned around and looked to the

we.t, my eye following the course of
the KIo Grande as far as sight could
read. It is a ragged, muddy, dreary

redo, and that he could not learn electric lights on the car made brightthe silver trimmings of the sombrero.
They caught the eye of a peon, who
.was sneaking up on the westward side

when they were likely to leave. I
photographed four of these Hindoos.
They were line-looki-ng fellows, all
wearing turbans and Indian dress, and or the train, and he, climbing the

steps, stabbed the man in the back,it seemed to me as though they might
havo been lifted up bodily out of snatched the sombrero and got away

before he could be apprehended. Thothe streets of Delhi and dropped down
FRANK G. CABPF.NTF.Bsize.American who saw this tolls me theinto this Mexican town.

stabbed man died.The Only Gateway to Mexico.
I have been warned bv severalDuring a part of the past year this

crossing of the Kio Grande at Laredo
has been the only gateway to Mexico.
Vera Cruz was closed by the revolu

RAISE HOGS, CATTLE
AND FORAGE CROPS

This tho Advice of Secret arj WiNon.
of Department of Agriculture, to
Corn Kxpo?itioii Awdicne.
Columbia, S. C, Feb. 1. Recom-

mendation that farmers of the South

travelers to keep the curtains of myberth down when riding at night over
the Mexican railroads, and when I
asked why, the reply was that several
rocks had been thrown into the cars
aimed at travelers who sat by the
windows. One such traveler was

tion of Diaz, and El Taso had a long
period of interrupted traffic on ac

Ktream, with banks which are ragged
And low, and bordered by vegetation
us coarso and thirsty as that of the
Jordan. Tho stream is not navigable,
and its chief business seems to be to
mark tho boundaries between the two
countries and to givo a dreary and
dangerous task to some thousands of
the United States soldiers.

Tho lllo Grande is winding. From
here to the Gulf of Mcxlco,its course
on the map looks liko the teeth of a
khw, and running northwest to El
Paso it curves In and out and makes
great bends covering almost double
fbo lineal diFtnnce between those two
toints. At El Paso the rivor leaves
Mexico and runs north into tho United
States, and our boundary from there
to the Pacific is otherwise marked.
The whole length of tho boundary,
with its many curves, roughly speak-n- g.

Is quite as long as from New

count of the rebels of Chihuahua and
other parts of northern Mexico. The
bridge at this point, over which the
railroad trains went, has been poorly
guarded, and I am told that the rebels
with a few sticks of dynamite might
have blown it to pieces. Uncle Sam

Vork to Salt Lake City, and this whole
line, running through the most desert

sleeping. The stone scattered the
pieces of glass all over him, and cut
a gash or so In his face. His eyes
were saved by the fact that he was
sleeping when the stone came.

I would say, however, that these
cases ore extraordinary. Ttailroad
travel in Mexico is undoubtedly more
dangerous just now than in the past,
and hold-up- s in certain districts are
common. I understand, however, that
many of the roads have been run-
ning their trains uninterruptedly dur-
ing tho past year, and 1 hope to
travel over the greater part of the
Mexican republic without being rob-
bed. I shall start south to Monterey
tomorrow, a.nd will write of conditions
and other things as I find them.

Fortunes in Onions.
Before leaving Uncle Sam's country,

regions of the United. States, is now
patrolled by our troops.

Guarding tlio lUo Gtundc.
On my way hero I stopped at San

.Antonio and had a talk, with the ofli

has a fort here under the command
of Colonel Brewer. The force consists
of about 600 cavalry, who havo re-

cently come from the Philippines.
They are husky line-looki- ng fellows,
and are --ready to move at a moment's
notice. In case of trouble their first
work would be to seize aud guard
the railwaj bridge.

I am surprised at the Mexicans I
find down here on tho United States
side of the boundary. The trains com-
ing in are packed with peons or In-

dian?, who are coming into Texas to
work on the farms. I am told that
something like 48,000 came into the
United States last summer and fall
to aid in harvesting the cotton and
other crops. Thirty thousand came
by way of Laredo, and mora than
18,000 by way of Brownsville. These
men were scattered all over Texas,
and they got good wages during the
harvesting season. Many of them
havo returned home loaded with

devote more attention to the raising
of hogs and cattle and the growing of
forage crops vus made here today by
James "Wilson, J States secretary
of agriculture, in addressing visitors
to the National Corn Kxpositin.

"Don't sell your corn; feed it to
stock," was reiterated by the secre-
tary many times in his address. He
asserted that if southern frmei
would follow that advice they yuKI
bring their soil to a high state: of fer-

tility and could maintain its i rtil.ty
with a minimum use of commercial
fertilizer.

In addition to Secretary Wilson,
addresses were made at the exposi-
tion today by John Lamb, of Virginia
chairman of the House committee on
agriculture, United States Senator R.
I). Smith, of South Carolina, and Har-
ry P. Wood, of Chicago.

The secretary' and the members nf
the House committee on agriculture
this afternoon also atfmdf-- d a banquet
in honor of more titan ejht hundred
boys who have won honors in tho
growing of corn in th' various ?tatei
and eighty-fiv- e girls who hav- - "von
recognition in the growing of toma-
toes. At the banquet the bust of lh
late Dr. Iiiman A. Knapp, known for
liis work in the Improvement "f agri-
culture, was presented to the taf- - of
Alabama for making the best shoim;

ers in chargo of tho post there. They
tell mo that the river Is especially dif-
ficult to guard. It flows through a
desert, and when its waters aro low
it ran be easily forded. All along
it the Mexican rebels have been try
ng to smuggle, in arm and ammu

however, I want to give you some of
the big stories the Texans are pouring
into my ears. They say their State
is growing faster than the gourd of
old Jonah. Bight here in Laredo they
have proved to my satisfaction that
they are making fortunes in onions.
Five years ago the land surrounding

nition. Boxes and crates, labeled
Mgricultural machinery. Ailed with
guns aro dumped off at some way sta
tion along the railway, and tho Mexi
an raiders steal over and try to bring

them across. The railways in most
vases are ouito a. distance north of
tho boundary and the troops have to

money, rne current wages lor iarm
work in Mexico are something like
25 cents gold a day, but here in
Texas the price for picking cotton
is from 50 cents upward per hundred

Match tho trails and water holes to
vatch the brigands.

Jn addition to this there arc many

the town was practically a desert,
and it could be bought for from $1.50
to $3 per acre. Now you have to
cover it with greenbacks to get it.
There are already more than ten thou-
sand acres under cultivation, and
much of this is in garden patches,
devoted to onions which in quality
surpass those of Bermuda. The La-
redo onion is as white as .snow and
exceedingly tender. It is often as
big as the head of a baby. Last year
2, $00 carloads were shipped away
from Laredo, and this represented a
value of between two and three mil-
lion dollars. These onions go to cur
northern markets.

A year or so ago one of the big
onion raisers decided to experiment

in the scnooi ior prize wiuh;ts v. men
has been conducted in connection with
the exposition.

Tonight the Columbia chamber of
commerce entertained the visiting
members of the agricultural commit-
tee and other prominent visitors with
a banquet. Secretary Wils-'- also at- -

pounds. Many a man can pick two,
three or four hundred pounds in a
day, and these Mexicans, with their
families, often make from three to
six dollars a day, and some even
more. They spend almost nothing,
and as a result are able to go back
home with enough money to keep
them for the rest of the year. The
Texans are glad to have them, and T

am told that there they are employed
by the hundreds on certain estates.

Tn addition to this there are many
Mexicans who have come over to act

ranches not far from the river, to
which the Mexicans will come to steal
horses cattle and food, and a con-
tinual outlook has to be kept for hun-
dreds and thousands of miles. This
is dono with a small force. One man
will patrol a line thirty or forty miles

ng, .and thero aro detachments of
troops at every eighty or one hundred
miles.

Tho men live in little tents out in
tho desert, and one of the great
troubles is to get supplies to them.
Many of the camps are from fifty to
one hundred miles from the railroad,
and it takes a wagon or pack train
from ten days to three weeks to make

i tended a luncheon given by the trn is
of Winthrop college here t:ii; t.ter-noo- n.

Today was officially known i

"Beys' Day" at the exposition.
red pepper. The result wasas servants in the towns of southern with

much the same as that expressed in

the round trip. There is nractically PATENTS
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Texas. I heard of one who, wxtn nis
family, was so employed in Browns-
ville. His wages were about $15 gold
a month, and he had served the fam-
ily at these wages for two years or
more. Last summer he asked his em-

ployer if he might have a vacation
to pick cotton, and, this being grant-
ed, he left. He took his family with
him, and wh-- n he came back at the

the story of the rather profane grocer,
who became converted and was pray-
ing at a religious meeting for a poor
widow. He said, "Oh, Lord, give this
poor woman a barrel of flour! Oh,
Lord, give her a barrel of potatoes!
Oh; Lord, give her a barrel of !jgar!
Oh, Lord, give her a barrel of pep-
per!" At which point he caught

no food in tho country, and the men
have to live on dried meats, canned
tuff and hardtacks. They boil and

filter tho water of the country, and
dl are inoculated for typhoid" fever

tie for starting. The country is so
rid that the only trails en he from

5
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